
8
. Th

e P
rio

ry
 o

f Sio
n
 H

o
a
x

a). W
hat role d

oes the Priory of Sion play in B
row

n’s novel? W
hat claim

s
are m

ad
e about it?

b). W
here d

oes B
row

n get his inform
ation about the Priory of Sion? W

hat
problem

s exist w
ith his sources?

c). W
ho w

ere the M
erovingians? A

re there d
ifferences betw

een their true
history and

 w
hat is said

 about them
 in

T
he D

a V
inci C

ode?
d

). W
ho found

ed
 the Priory of Sion and

 for w
hat reason w

as it estab-
lished

? 
e). H

ow
 has the Priory of Sion been exposed

 as a hoax? W
hy d

oes it
rem

ain so popular?

9
. Th

e C
o
d
e P

u
ts o

n
 A

rtistic Erro
rs

a). B
row

n claim
s that he thoroughly researched

 the life and
 artw

ork of
L

eonard
o d

a V
inci in w

riting T
he D

a V
inci C

ode. W
hat sim

ple errors
show

 otherw
ise?

b). W
hat is B

row
n’s prim

ary source for w
hat he w

rites about the Italian
painter? E

xam
ples?

c). W
as L

eonard
o a hom

osexual? D
id

 he receive hund
red

s of lucrative
com

m
issions from

 the V
atican?

d
). W

hat is problem
atic about B

row
n’s interpretation of L

eonard
o’s

paintings T
he M

adonna of the R
ocks

and
 T

he V
irgin of the R

ocks?
e). W

hat d
ifferences exist betw

een the tw
o paintings? W

hy?
f). W

hat evid
ence exists for B

row
n’s claim

 that M
ary M

agd
alene is

d
epicted

 as seated
 at the right hand

 of Jesus in T
he Last Supper? W

hat
evid

ence is there that it is actually the A
postle John?

g). W
hat claim

s d
oes T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

m
ake about the architecture of

G
othic churches? W

hat are som
e problem

s w
ith those claim

s?

1
0
. M

o
re Erro

rs a
n
d
 Fin

a
l Th

o
u
g
h
ts

a). W
hat is fiction and

 w
hat is fact regard

ing the execution of people
accused

 of w
itchcraft in the late m

ed
ieval era?

b). H
ow

 d
oes B

row
n m

isrepresent the origins and
 m

eanings of “left” and
“right”?

c). W
hat flaw

ed
 claim

s d
oes T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

m
ake about the Jew

ish
religion and

 Jew
ish w

orship in the Tem
ple? W

hat is B
row

n’s apparent
source for these m

istakes?
d

). D
o you think T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

is a “post-m
od

ern m
yth”? W

hy d
o

you think it has been so popular? W
hat d

oes its popularity say about
contem

porary culture?
T

his study guide is available for free dow
nload at w

w
w

.D
aV

in
ciH

oax.com
.

Look under “R
esources” for this guide plus other great personal and parish m

aterials.
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Study G
uide Q

uestions to use w
ith

T
h

e D
a V

in
ci H

oax:
E

xp
osin

g th
e E

rrors in
 T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

B
y C

arl E
. O

lson and Sandra M
iesel

Th
e D

a
 V

in
ci C

o
d
e P

h
en

o
m

en
o
n
: A

n
 In

tro
d
uctio

n
a). H

ow
 d

id
 you hear about T

he D
a V

inci C
ode? H

ave you read
 it? 

b). D
o you think T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

is “just fiction”? W
hy or w

hy not?
c). W

hat concerns d
o you have about T

he D
a V

inci C
ode

and
 its success? 

d
). W

hy is history im
portant? C

an history accurately be know
n? 

1
. G

n
o
sticism

: Th
e R

elig
io

n
 o

f th
e C

o
d
e

a). W
hy is it d

ifficult to d
efine “gnosticism

”? W
hat are the m

ajor charac-
teristics of gnosticism

 in its various form
s?

b). H
ow

 does T
he D

a V
inci C

ode
use gnosticism

? A
void or m

isrepresent it?
c). W

hat are the “gnostic gospels”? H
ow

 are they sim
ilar to the four

canonical G
ospels? D

ifferent?
d

). W
hat is the gnostic view

 of G
od

, Jesus C
hrist, and

 salvation? H
ow

d
oes it d

iffer from
 orthod

ox C
hristian d

octrine?
e). W

hat is the contem
porary connection betw

een gnosticism
 and

 rad
ical

fem
inism

?
f). W

hat gnostic sources d
oes D

an B
row

n rely upon? 

2
.

Th
e M

a
g
d
a
len

e: Sa
in

t, Sin
n
er, o

r G
o
d
d
ess?

a). H
ow

 is M
ary M

agd
alene d

epicted
 in T

he D
a V

inci C
ode? C

om
pare that

d
epiction to those found

 in the four canonical G
ospels.

b). D
id

 the C
atholic C

hurch attem
pt to sm

ear M
ary M

agd
alene’s nam

e? 
c). W

hat d
id

 Pope G
regory the G

reat teach about M
ary M

agd
alene?

W
hy? W

hat d
oes it m

ean tod
ay?

d
). W

hat trad
itions about M

ary M
agd

alene existed
 in ancient and

m
ed

ieval C
hristianity?

e). W
hat evidence does The D

a V
inci C

ode provide for the supposed m
arriage

of Jesus and M
ary M

agdalene? A
re there problem

s w
ith this evidence?

f). W
hy d

o m
any fem

inists d
islike the C

hurch’s teachings about Jesus and
H

is M
other?

g). W
ho really is Jesus’ B

rid
e? W

hy is this im
portant?

3
.

Th
e C

h
rist a

n
d
 th

e C
o
d
e

a). W
hat d

oes T
he D

a V
inci C

ode
say about the d

ivinity of Jesus C
hrist and

the C
ouncil of N

icaea? W
here d

oes this inform
ation com

e from
?

b). W
hat evid

ence exists for the d
ivinity of Jesus?

c). W
hat are som

e contem
porary exam

ples of people attem
pting to

rem
ake Jesus in their im

age?
d

). B
row

n and
 his characters state that history has been “w

ritten by the
w

inners”? W
hat d

o they m
ean by that? A

re they correct?

e). W
hat is “heresy”? W

here d
oes the w

ord
 com

e from
? 

4
. C

o
n
sta

n
tin

e, P
a
g
a
n
ism

, a
n
d
 N

ica
ea

a). W
hat m

ajor claim
s d

oes T
he D

a V
inci C

ode
m

ake about E
m

peror
C

onstantine? A
re they accurate?

b). W
hat w

as the relationship betw
een C

hristianity and the pagan m
ystery

religions in the first three centuries of the C
hurch? H

ow
 does Brow

n
present this relationship? W

hat evidence does he offer for his claim
s?

c). W
hat are the sources for early C

hristian d
octrines, liturgy, and

practice? 
d

). W
hy w

as the C
ouncil of N

icaea convened
? 

e). W
hat w

as A
rianism

? W
hat w

as d
efined

 in the C
ouncil of N

icaea to
com

bat A
rius's heretical teachings?

f). W
hat influence d

id
 E

m
peror C

onstantine have on the N
ew

 Testam
ent

canon? H
ow

 w
as that canon established

?

5
. M

y
th

s o
f th

e H
o
ly

 G
ra

il
a). W

hat d
oes T

he D
a V

inci C
ode say about the H

oly G
rail?

b). W
hat evid

ence is offered
 for these claim

s? W
hat are B

row
n's sources?

c). W
hat are the true origins of the legend

 of the H
oly G

rail? W
hat d

oes
the C

hurch teach about the H
oly G

rail?
d

). W
hat relationship exists in C

atholic teaching betw
een the H

oly G
rail

and
 the E

ucharist?
e). Is there a relationship betw

een the H
oly G

rail and
 the V

irgin M
ary?

D
iscuss.

6
. Th

e R
ea

l Tem
p
la

rs
a). W

hen w
ere the Tem

plars first form
ed

? For w
hat purpose w

ere they
established

?
b). W

hat activities d
id

 the K
nights Tem

plar excel at? H
ow

 w
ere they

view
ed

? H
ow

 d
oes this com

pare to w
hat is d

escribed
 in T

he D
a V

inci
C

ode?
c). W

ere the Tem
plars involved

 in build
ing churches? W

hy or w
hy not?

d
). H

ow
 and

 w
hy w

ere the Tem
plars d

estroyed
? W

hat role d
id

 the
C

hurch play in the d
estruction of the Tem

plars?
e). W

ere the Tem
plars heretics or C

atholics? W
hat evid

ence exists?

7
. Th

e Tem
p
la

r M
y
th

a). W
hat are the m

ain m
yths that have form

ed
 around

 the K
nights

Tem
plar? H

ow
 d

oes B
row

n use those m
yths in T

he D
a V

inci C
ode?

b). W
hat role d

id
 Freem

asonry play in the form
ation of those m

yths?
W

hy?
c). W

hat d
oes T

he D
a V

inci C
ode,relying on the w

ritings of M
argaret

Starbird
, say about Tarot card

s? A
re those statem

ents accurate?
d

). W
hy is the Tem

plar m
yth still so popular tod

ay? 


